
GSA Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU)

Forecast of Contracting Opportunities

● Strengthening Procurement Forecasting 
● Understanding the Forecast of Opportunities Tool 
● Leveraging Forecast Data for Success
● Navigating the Forecast at Acquisition Gateway
● Best Practices and Suggestions
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AcquisitionGateway.gov/forecast

https://acquisitiongateway.gov/
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GSA Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU)

Forecast Tool Introduction

acquisitiongateway.gov/forecast
fbf.gov

http://acquisitiongateway.gov/forecast
http://fbf.gov


● Public Law (Pub. L.) 100-656, the Business Opportunity Development Reform Act 
of 1988, requires Federal executive agencies to provide a forecast of *expected 
contract opportunities

● Multi-agency forecast tool at acquisitiongateway.gov/forecast
○ U.S. General Services Administration
○ U.S. Department of the Interior
○ U.S. Department of Labor
○ U.S. Small Business Administration
○ U.S. Office of Personnel Management
○ U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
○ U.S. Department of Commerce
○ U.S. Social Security Administration
○ U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

* All forecasted procurements are subject to revision or cancellation
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GSA Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU)

Did You Know? 



Need(s) Identified

Forecasting

Planning

Solicitation
Evaluation
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What if you knew in Advance?



● Learn about potential contracting opportunities early in the acquisition process.
● Plan your marketing strategies before opportunities post in the System for Award 

Management (SAM). 
● Be more effective in business development & planning.
● Use the lead time to prepare for the nature and scope of potential procurement 

opportunities.
● Export the data to *.csv or .xlsx for Analysis
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Leveraging Forecasting Data



● Available to the public at fbf.gov or acquisitiongateway.gov/forecast
● Access a direct link at gsa.gov/smallbusiness

under Small Business Resources
● No username or password required for viewing most opportunities.
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How to Access the Forecast Tool

acquisitiongateway.gov/forecast

http://fbf.gov
http://acquisitiongateway.gov/forecast
http://gsa.gov/smallbusiness


Three Basic Search Methods

● Filters
● Keyword Search (introducing NEW Global Search functionality)
● Combination Filter / Keyword Search
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Three Basic Search Methods
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Search Method #1 Using Filters
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Search Method #2 Using Keyword(s)



Search Method #3 Combination
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Search Method #3 Combination



● It is advised to filter by an “Active” award status.
● Current FY awards continue to display after

award for informational purposes unless they are 
excluded by a filter.

● You can also export to a *.csv file and sort by the 
[award status] field in Microsoft Excel, Google 
Sheets, etc. 

Important Note
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Identifying Active OpportunitiesNOTE-



Forecast of Contracting Opportunities

Select                       button at top of screen to export 
a *.csv file for analysis in Microsoft Excel, Google Sheets, etc.

AcquisitionGateway.gov/forecast
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Exporting Data in *.csv



● Identify Award Status to determine if the opportunity is a new, 
recurring, or already awarded requirement

● Determine if the opportunity is planned for award to an “Other 
than small business” or if it will be set aside for a small business 
or socioeconomic small business.

● Final decisions on the extent of competition or small business 
participation will not be made until a solicitation is posted to the 
https://sam.gov/content/opportunities

Best Practices

Acquisition Strategy/Type of Set-Aside
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Best Practices



● Note the Award Status before contacting POC’s. 
Generally the active statuses are the best time 
to reach out 

● Include the listed Small Business Technical 
Advisor (SBTA) or Small Business Specialist 
(SBS) in your correspondence with the POC 
when listed in the forecast

Best Practices
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Best Practices
Correspondence with Listed POC’s

GSA Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSDBU)



● Forecast of Contracting Opportunities
acquisitiongateway.gov/forecast

● Forecast Tool Fact Sheet
https://www.gsa.gov/cdnstatic/Forecast%20Tools%20-
%20508%20-%2008262021.pdf

● Access More Resources at
https://buy.gsa.gov/interact/community/9/activity-feed
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References

http://acquisitiongateway.gov/forecast
https://www.gsa.gov/cdnstatic/Forecast%20Tools%20-%20508%20-%2008262021.pdf
https://www.gsa.gov/cdnstatic/Forecast%20Tools%20-%20508%20-%2008262021.pdf
https://buy.gsa.gov/interact/community/9/activity-feed


● Acquisition Gateway LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/acquisition-gateway/

● Acquisition Gateway X
https://x.com/Acq_Gateway

● GSA OSDBU LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/gsaosdbu/

● GSA OSDBU X
https://x.com/GSAOSDBU
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References
Follow #ForecastTool News & Updates On Social Media

https://www.linkedin.com/company/acquisition-gateway/
https://x.com/Acq_Gateway
https://www.linkedin.com/company/gsaosdbu/posts/?feedView=all
https://x.com/GSAOSDBU
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